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Forecasting Events, contd. 

OMEGA – The International Journal of Management Science 

CALL FOR PAPERS for the Special issue on:  
FORECASTING IN MANAGEMENT SCIENCE: A SURVEY OF 
DEVELOPMENTS OVER THE LAST 40 YEARS 

Special issue theme 
Sales forecasting is critical for many aspects of business planning 
(strategic, financial, marketing and logistics). This is an area that has 
benefited, over many years, from Management Science (MS) interven-
tions. Traditionally, MS improvements have been algorithmic, and 
work in this area continues to flourish. However, more recently, MS 
work has broadened to include whole system planning and a re-
discovery of the role of System Thinking/Dynamics. There has been 
increased interest, too, in the role of human judgement in forecasting 
and the scope for organisational learning. Related research into infor-
mation systems to support forecasting and planning is becoming in-
creasingly important. 

Papers are invited for a special issue on ‘Forecasting in Management 
Science: A survey of developments over the last 40 years’ of OMEGA: 
The International Journal of Management Science. We are looking at 
publishing about 10 papers that collectively will capture the most 
significant developments in the field and set the agenda for further 
research in this area. Ideally, the papers should present a critical re-
view of the relevant literature, followed by a state-of-the-art original 
application in the form of an organisational case study/empirical inter-
vention or experimentation with real-world data, and culminate with 
the natural next steps of research in the respective areas. 

Potential topics include, but are not limited to: 
• Forecasting and Planning Systems; 
• Forecasting Processes; 
• Forecasting Support Systems (FSS); 
• Hierarchical Forecasting Systems; 
• Integration of System Dynamics and Forecasting Models; 
• Judgemental Forecasting; 
• Knowledge Sharing and Organisational Learning; 
• Performance Measurement; 
• Product Classification for Forecasting. 

Manuscript preparation and submission 
To prepare their manuscripts, authors are asked to closely follow the 
‘Instructions to Authors’ available at: http://www.omegajournal.org/
authors.html. Authors should submit their papers via the EES http://
www.ees.elsevier.com/omega/ and indicate in the title ‘Special Issue: 
Forecasting in Management Science: A survey of developments over 
the last 40 years’. Submitted papers should not have been previously 
published nor be currently under consideration for publication else-
where. Manuscripts will be refereed according to the standards of 
OMEGA. 

Publication schedule 
We are interested in papers that currently constitute work-in-
progress but we would also like to encourage new research to be 
developed as a result of the call. Consequently, the submission dead-
line is May 31st 2010. 

 Manuscript submission May 31, 2010 
 Reviewer reports August 31, 2010 
 Revised paper submission November 30, 2010 
 Final manuscript submission  
 to publishers February 28, 2011 
  
Special issue guest editors 
For any enquiries please contact either of the special issue guest edi-
tors:  
 
Dr. Aris Syntetos Prof. John E. Boylan 
Salford Business School Faculty of Enterprise & Innovation 
University of Salford Buckinghamshire New University 
Maxwell Building Queen Alexandra Road 
Manchester M5 4WT High Wycombe Bucks HP11 2JZ 
UK UK 
a.syntetos@salford.ac.uk john.boylan@bucks.ac.uk 
+44 (0) 161 295 5804 +44 (0) 1494 605130 

Certified Professional Demand Forecaster (CPDF) Workshops  
In 2010, Certified Professional Demand Forecaster (CPDF) Workshops will be conducted on all continents except Africa and Aus-
tralia.  The workshop focuses on hands-on computer sessions (about 50%), standards, checklists and best (and ‘worst’) practices 
for enhancing professionalism in demand forecasting performance. Besides the US, sessions are being scheduled for Amsterdam, 
Sao Paulo, Acapulco, Shanghai, Buenos Aires and Abu Dhabi. (Full schedule available from www.cpdftraining.org/registration.html)  
Participants are also completing the full 90-hour curriculum for the BASIC designation thorough self-paced online learning. As part 
of the workshop, participants are receiving a significant discount to a first-year subscription of IIF’s FORESIGHT journal. The expo-
nential smoothing/ARIMA Excel Add-in from Monash U (PhiCast) is used for the hands-on learning portion of the workshop. Par-
ticipants and practitioners can use it free of charge by downloading the software from www.peerforecaster.com.  
 
It may be interesting, but not surprising that the greatest interest in learning about demand forecasting in supply organizations 
comes from the Far East, followed by the EU and lastly the US. This is similar to the quality initiatives of 60 years ago when the 
statistical quality control programs took hold in Japan before finally being recognized and adopted in the country of origin. 
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SAS Company News 
SAS has been ranked #1 on the FORTUNE 100 Best Companies to 
Work For 2010 list.  
SAS announced 2009 global revenue of US$2.31 billion, up 2.2% from 
2008.  Despite poor economic conditions, SAS maintained its unbro-
ken chain of growth and profitability for 34 years since the company 
was founded.  “Our continued growth in 2009 is further proof that 
investing in long-term relationships with customers and employees 
and maintaining a deep commitment to R&D pays,” said CEO Jim 
Goodnight.  
A new SAS Analytics interactive tour is now available for on-demand 
review. 
Registration is open for SAS Global Forum, to be held April 11-14 in 
Seattle, WA. SAS Global Forum is an annual event planned and spon-
sored by the SAS Global Users Group, a non-profit organization that 
is open to all SAS software users throughout the world. 
KSFE, the German SAS conference, will be held in Berlin, February 25
-26. SAS  

Personnel News 
Tonya Balan, Manager of the SAS Analytics Product Management 
team, has published “Understanding Analytics” in sascom magazine.  
She has also recorded an audio seminar “Analytics 101” that is avail-
able for free on-demand replay on BetterManagement.com. 

Forecasting Events  
Registration is now open for the F2010 Business Forecasting Confer-
ence being held June 7-8 at SAS world headquarters in Cary, NC.  

June 6 pre-conference workshops include:  
• “Demand-Driven Forecasting” by Charlie Chase, SAS Busi-

ness Enablement Manager. 
• “Mining Transactional and Time Series Data” by Michael Leo-

nard, SAS Forecasting R&D Manager. 
• “Modeling Trends, Cycles and Seasonality in Time Series Data 

using PROC UCM,” Rajesh Selukar, SAS Research Statisti-
cian Developer. 

Emily Rodriguez, Program Manager at Intel, and Mike Gilliland, SAS 
Product Marketing Manager, will be delivering a ½ day workshop “A 
Primer for Management: Fundamentals of Business Forecasting and 
Conducting Forecast Value Added Analysis” at the IBF Supply Chain 
Forecasting Conference, February 21-23 in Phoenix, AZ.  SAS fore-
casting will be exhibited at the event.  A webinar previewing the 
workshop is available for free on-demand review. 

Mike Gilliland is speaking on “Why Are Forecasts So Wrong?” at the 
2010 INFORMS Conference, April 18-20 in Orlando, FL. 

Mike Gilliland, will be moderating IBF’s Demand Management Forum 
in San Francisco on April 28.  SAS forecasting will be exhibited at the 
IBF Best Practices Conference that follows on April 29-30. 

Michael Leonard is delivering a half day workshop on “Mining Trans-
actional and Time Series Data” at ISF, June 20-23 in San Diego. SAS 
forecasting will be exhibited at the event. 

The 2nd annual A2010 Analytics Conference will be held in Copenha-
gen, Denmark on September 2-3.  
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SAS News 

Job Opportunity 
Lancaster Centre for Forecasting 

Lancaster University Management School are seeking a Lecturer (Assistant Professor)/ Senior Lecturer (Associate Professor) in Management Sci‐
ence: Forecasting 

Salary range: £38K to £65 (approx including pension contribution) 

The Forecasting, Marketing and Data Mining group seeks a management scientist or statistician with a substantial research interest in any aspect of 
forecasting and predictive modelling including econometric methods, time series, market modelling and forecast evaluation. The successful candidate 
will contribute to the work of the department, educating students in all aspects of forecasting and supervising masters and PhD projects with public 
or corporate businesses and engaging in corporate research projects. He/she will also be expected to contribute to the range of activities carried out 
by Lancaster Centre for Forecasting (http://www.lums.lancs.ac.uk/Research/Centres/forecasting) which hosts the largest research unit dedicated to 
Forecasting in Europe. 

"I'd rather be vaguely right than precisely wrong." ‐ J.M.Keynes; Forbes magazine 01/25/1999 
 
"[Econometrics is…] the art of drawing a crooked line from an unproved assumption to a foregone conclusion."‐ 
Peter Kennedy’s “A Guide to Econometrics” (MIT Press, 1992) 
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The Oracle 
Published by:   Editor, The Oracle 
The International Institute of Forecasters  Moira Hughes 
53 Tesla Avenue m.Hughes@napier.ac.uk 
Medford, MA 02155 USA 
 

The International Institute of Forecasters (IIF) is the preeminent organization for scholars and practitioners in the field of forecasting.  The 
IIF is dedicated to stimulating the generation, distribution and use of knowledge on forecasting .  Membership, including a subscription to this newslet-
ter, is USD120.00 for one year, USD220.00 for two years and USD55.00 for students. 

All articles contained herein (except those taken from other sources) can be republished without approval as long as proper credit is given to the 
IIF.  We welcome letters, opinions, suggestions, articles, etc. from our members.  Correspondence and submissions for the next issue of The Oracle 
should be sent to Moira Hughes at the above email address, or, for more information, contact Pam Stroud, IIF Business Manager at                       
forecasters@forecasters.org 
IIF OFFICERS:   
President:  Antonio Garcia-Ferrer 
Treasurer:  Eric Stellwagen 
Secretary: Moira Hughes 

We’re on the Web! 

http://www.forecasters.org 

http://www.forecastingprinciples.com 
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